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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
statutory framework 2026

What the EYFS Provides:

Learning through play and experiences
Children learn in different ways, supported by adults and by learning from 
one another.

A strong foundation for learning
We plan for each child’s individual needs and monitor their progress.

Working together
Practitioners and families work in partnership to support children’s 
development.

Every child included
All children are supported to participate, make progress and reach their 
potential.



Our Guiding Principles in the Early Years

Every child is unique
Children are capable, confident and resilient learners, each developing in their own 
way.

Positive relationships matter
Children thrive when they feel safe, valued and supported by caring adults.

Enabling environments support learning
Children learn through play, exploration and meaningful experiences, supported by 
adults who respond to their individual interests and needs.

Strong partnerships with families
Children benefit when parents, carers and practitioners work together and share 
information about their learning and development.

Every child develops at their own pace
We recognise that children learn and develop differently and provide the support 
and challenge they need—including children with SEND.

Our aim: To help every child feel confident, capable, valued and ready to learn.



The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Development:

Self-Regulation
Managing Self

Building relationships

Communication and 
Language:

Listening, Attention 
and Understanding 

Speaking

Physical 
Development:

Gross motor skills
Fine motor skills

Literacy:

Comprehension
Word reading

Writing

Maths:

Number
Numerical 
patterns

Understanding 
the World:

Past and present
People, culture 

and communities
The natural 

world

Expressive Arts 
and Design:

Creating with 
materials

Being imaginative 
and expressive



Writing 
Task



Reading Readiness 



Listening is a key skill for early childhood development

Children are constantly learning, exploring and discovering as they develop:

• Cognitively – thinking and understanding
• Physically – moving and developing coordination
• Socially – communicating and building relationships
• Emotionally – expressing and managing feelings

Listening can be developed through play:

Simple, playful activities at home can help children build strong listening 
skills, giving them a positive foundation for learning and development.

Why Listening Matters.



Pure sounds for success!!!

For example, in the word ‘cat’ there are 3 
pure sounds:

c - a - t

c u a t u 





What is a phoneme?

The smallest unit of sound in a word.

What is a grapheme? 

A letter or group of letters 
representing a single phoneme.

What is  a tricky 
word? 

A word that cannot be 
blended  phonetically. It 

makes no sense and doesn’t 
appear to follow any 

phonetic rules.  

What is a digraph? 

2 letters that make one sound. 

For example ‘sh’



cat
* * *

sheep
---------- ---------- *

coat
* ------- *

How many phonemes in these 
words? 



the

dog

she
they

and

farm

Tricky Words
- words that can’t be sounded out phonetically 

Can you spot the tricky words?



Regular Assessment 



9/9/2024

The Progression of Read Write Inc. (RWI)

From learning sounds → to becoming confident readers

1. Learn the sounds
Children learn Set 1 sounds and how to blend them.

2. Blend & read words
Children use their sounds to read simple words and sentences.

3. Develop fluency
Children read RWI books matched to their phonics knowledge, building accuracy and confidence.

4. Read & write independently
Children apply their phonics to spelling, writing sentences and reading with greater fluency.

5. Become confident readers
Children develop fluency, comprehension, vocabulary and a love of reading.

Every child progresses at their own pace — regular practice and encouragement make a 
difference.



9/9/2024

Green words

Children will not be ready to begin ditty sheets and books 
until they have a bank of words from the green word 

selection that they can read effortlessly .



9/9/2024

Ditty 
Sheets

Once your child can 
read all the set 1 
speed sounds and 
sound blend they 

will move onto Ditty 
sheets.



9/9/2024

Red Ditty 
books

Red Ditty Books help children bridge the gap between reading single 
words and full sentences.

Each book has three short stories called "ditties".



9/9/2024

Ditty 
books

All ditty books use set 1 sounds and focus on simple blending.

They include decodable "Green words" and tricky "Red words".

Each book provides sound practice, reading tasks, and comprehension questions



9/9/2024

Book bag 
books

Book Bag Books provide engaging texts to support children with additional reading practice 
outside the classroom.

The books are carefully matched to the phonic content of the Storybooks to reinforce 
children’s learning at the appropriate level, helping them to make even faster progress in 

reading.



9/9/2024

Red Ditty book guidance for Parents

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDbZ0bn52-U

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDbZ0bn52-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDbZ0bn52-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDbZ0bn52-U




How does attendance affect 
outcomes for pupils?

Every day in school matters. 

Regular attendance helps children to:

• Build skills and knowledge through consistent learning
• Develop friendships and relationships with peers and adults
• Build confidence and independence through routines and experiences
• Make steady progress by avoiding gaps in learning
• Feel a sense of belonging and be part of the school community

Good attendance = more opportunities to 
learn, connect and thrive.



Sharing our news. 
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