A huge, warm welcome to Reception. We have had such a wonderful start to the year, and the children have already impressed us with how confidently they are coming into school, settling into their new classrooms and beginning their Reception adventure with such positivity. They have been 
shining stars, embracing story time, exploring our indoor and outdoor spaces, and learning our rules and routines with enthusiasm. It has been a joy to see them grow in confidence each day as they become familiar with their new environment and the people within it.

At the beginning of the autumn term, our main priority is to help the children settle and feel happy in their new school environment. There is a lot to take in — new routines, new adults, new friendships and the many transitions across the school day — and the children should be incredibly proud of how well they are managing these early changes. 

Our Reception newsletter is shared every Friday via email and is also available on the school website. It is a lovely way to keep you updated on what we have been learning each week, ideas to support your child’s learning at home, and any important diary dates. Please let the school office know if your email address changes so you continue to receive it without interruption.
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How can I talk to my child’s class teacher?

You are very welcome to speak to a member of the Reception Team at the school gate if
you have a quick question or need to pass on any information. If you feel you may need a
little more time, please let someone in the Reception Team know and we will be more than happy to arrange a separate meeting before or after school with your child’s class teacher.
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The children have been brilliant in the dinner hall this week, confidently going for lunch and trying the different school meals. Transitions and changes can feel big when you are only four or five years old, but pretending they are visiting a café has helped make the experience fun 
and reassuring. Lunchtime also offers a lovely opportunity to socialise, practise listening and attention skills, and strengthen fine‑motor control as they learn to manage the different cutlery. If you are able to, practising using cutlery at home will really support this growing independence. They have also enjoyed getting to know Fran and Karen, our wonderful dinner staff, who look after and support both Reception classes each day.	

We would really appreciate your support in talking through the lunch options with your child either the night before or in the morning, so they feel confident making a suitable choice during registration. The lunch menus rotate on a three‑week cycle, and next week will be Week 3. The menus can be found on the school website. Southridge First School - School Dinners




 









School Photographs
· Please note that next Thursday, 17th September, a photography company will be in school to take the children’s official school photos. We kindly ask that all children come to school in their full school uniform on this day.


Important diary dates and information

15.9.26 – School Community Beach Clean. Please refer to the whole school newsletter emailed last week for more information.

17.9.26 – Individual school photographs will be taken

12.10.26 – Reception Reading Parent Session (4.45pm in the school hall) 

16.10.26 – Reception Trip – nature walk along the Red House Ramble. 

19.10.25 and 20.10.25 – Parents meetings (further information to follow)

22.10.26 Last Day of Autumn 1

23.10.26 Teacher Training Day 

w/c 26.10.26 Half term

2.11.26 - Teacher Training Day 

3.11.26 - First Day of Autumn 2 half term 

18.12.26 - Last Day of Autumn term

Volunteers:
We are hoping to take the children on their first school trip on Friday 16th October, for a little walk along the Red House Ramble, a lovely nature walk just behind the school. We would leave school just after 9am and aim to be back to school before 11.30am. If you think you will be able to help, please advise a member of the Reception Team. Please note that these events can only take place with the correct ratio of adults to children.


Reminders:
· Please register your child with Cool Milk so they can receive free milk at school until they turn five. www.coolmilk.com. As milk is managed directly by Cool Milk rather than the school, families will need to set up a payment with them after their child’s 5th birthday if they would like their child to continue drinking milk.

· A little reminder to please keep water bottles out of book bags. They can sometimes leak and make books and belongings wet, and we’d love to keep everything safe and dry.

Have a wonderful weekend
Take care, The Reception Team 
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