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Year 4 

English Curriculum

Long Term Plan

	Key skills taught, practised and applied across each unit of work

	Reading


	Word

· Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet.

· Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word.
Comprehension

· Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks by:
· reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

· using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read

· increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally

· identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books

· discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination

· recognising some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative poetry]
· Prepare poems to read aloud and perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action. 

· Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:  
· checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context

· asking questions to improve their understanding of a text

· drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence

· predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

· identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these

· identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning

· Retrieve and record information from non-fiction.

· Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.

	Writing

Composition


	· Plan their writing by:

· discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

· discussing and recording ideas

· Draft and write by: 

· composing and rehearsing sentences orally (including dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures (English Appendix 2)
· organising paragraphs around a theme
· in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot
· in non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices [for example, headings and sub-headings]
· Evaluate and edit by: 
· assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggesting improvements
· proposing changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in sentences
· Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.

· Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.

	Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation
	· Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although.

· Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense.

· Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition.

· Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause.

· Use fronted adverbials.

· Learn and apply the grammar for Years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2.

· Use commas after fronted adverbials.

· Indicate possession using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns.

· Use and punctuate direct speech.

· Use and understand the appropriate grammatical terminology when discussing writing and reading.


	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Autumn 2

	
	
	
	
	

	Text type and key texts (breadth and balance)


	Rags to Riches – Egyptian Cinderella
(Character focus)


	Recount – Diary of an archaeologist

	Non-chronological report – Ancient Civilisations

	Poetry – Performance

	Key skills

(breadth and balance)
	Transcription:
Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation
· Revisit subordinating conjunctions including before, after, while and although.

· Revisit and apply the present perfect tense.

· Use fronted adverbials, correctly punctuated with commas, to add information and guide the reader.

· Choose nouns and pronouns accurately for clarity and cohesion.

· Use expanded noun phrases, including prepositional phrases, to develop precise character description.

· Select precise nouns, verbs and adjectives to reveal character.

· Revisit the accurate punctuation of direct speech.

· Begin to vary sentence structure and word order deliberately for emphasis and effect.
Composition
· Discuss and record ideas.

· Compose and rehearse sentences orally, progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures.

· In narratives, create settings, characters and plot.
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling 

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.
Revise the use of possessive apos. In both reg and irregular plurals
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Maintain an appropriate and consistent first-person viewpoint.

· Choose nouns and pronouns accurately for clarity and cohesion.

· Use past and present perfect tense appropriately when recounting and reflecting on events.

· Use fronted adverbials of time and place to sequence events and orientate the reader.

· Use expanded noun phrases to add relevant detail.

· Select vocabulary to communicate the writer's thoughts, feelings and reactions.

· Use Standard English verb forms where spoken and written forms differ.
Composition
· Discuss and record ideas.

· Organise paragraphs around a theme.

	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

Choose nouns for clarity and cohesion.
· Choose precise nouns and technical vocabulary for clarity.

· Choose nouns and pronouns accurately to maintain cohesion.

· Use present and present perfect tense appropriately.

· Use fronted adverbials to connect and organise information.

· Use conjunctions and cohesive language such as additionally, furthermore and as well as to develop ideas.

· Use generalisers appropriately to communicate information accurately.

· Maintain Standard English throughout.
 Composition
· Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar.

· Organise paragraphs around a theme.

· In non-narrative material, use simple organisational devices, for example, headings and subheadings.
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Explore how precise vocabulary and repetition can create meaning and effect.

· Explore how punctuation and sentence construction can influence phrasing and emphasis.
Reding
· Recognise and discuss features of different forms of poetry.

· Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination.

· Discuss how language and structure contribute to meaning.
Speaking & Listening
· Read and perform poetry aloud using appropriate intonation, tone, volume, pace and emphasis.

· Listen and respond to different interpretations of a poem.

· Explain and justify performance choices.

· Rehearse collaboratively, adapting delivery in response to feedback.



	Cross Curricular 
	History – Ancient Egypt
	History – Ancient Egypt
	


	
	Spring 1
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Spring 2

	Context (entitlement and enrichment)
	 Portal Story 
(Setting Focus)
	Writer’s Craft – Choice and Control
	Conquering the Monster 
(Tension and Atmosphere Focus)
	Poetry
Short poetry unit embedded within the Beowulf sequence.

	Text type and key texts (breadth and balance)
	The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

	Selected literary extracts, visual stimuli and short writing provocations
	Beowulf
	Kennings


	Key skills

(breadth and balance)
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling
See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Choose nouns and pronouns accurately for clarity and cohesion.

· Use fronted adverbials of time and place, correctly punctuated with commas.

· Use prepositional phrases to add precise detail about setting.

· Revisit the present perfect tense where appropriate.

· Use and punctuate direct speech accurately.

· Vary sentence length and structure deliberately to create atmosphere and control pace.

· Select precise vocabulary to create a clear sense of setting and atmosphere.
Composition
· In narratives, create settings, characters and plot.

· Compose and rehearse sentences orally, progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures.
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Select precise nouns and verbs to communicate meaning clearly.

· Use expanded noun phrases purposefully, selecting relevant rather than excessive detail.

· Manipulate fronted adverbials, including phrases and subordinate clauses, to alter emphasis.

· Explore how the position of words, phrases and clauses changes meaning and reader response.

· Vary sentence length and structure deliberately for pace, emphasis and effect.

· Choose nouns and pronouns accurately for clarity and cohesion.

· Compare alternative sentence constructions and justify authorial choices.

· Revise vocabulary, grammar and sentence construction to improve clarity, cohesion and effect.
Composition

Evaluate and Edit

· Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggest improvements.

· Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency and effect.

· Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Use fronted adverbials, including phrases and subordinate clauses, to control when, where and how information is revealed.

· Use commas after fronted adverbials.

· Choose precise nouns, verbs and expanded noun phrases to create vivid characterisation and atmosphere.

· Vary sentence length and structure to manipulate pace and build tension.

· Explore the position of clauses to alter emphasis and effect.

· Use direct speech to convey character and advance the action.

· Punctuate direct speech accurately using inverted commas and appropriate punctuation.

· Choose nouns and pronouns accurately for clarity and cohesion.

· Organise writing into paragraphs around a theme, building cohesion within and across the narrative.
Composition

· In narratives, create settings, characters and plot.

· Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggest improvements.
Evaluate and Edit

· Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency and effect.
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling
See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Explore how compound nouns and noun phrases can encode meaning indirectly.

· Select precise nouns and verbs to create concise imagery.

· Explore how word choice and word order can create ambiguity and poetic effect.
Reading
· Recognise and discuss the distinctive form and conventions of kennings.

· Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination.

· Explore how poets use figurative and indirect language to conceal and reveal meaning.

· Discuss how language and structure contribute to meaning.

· Infer the subject of a kenning using evidence from the language chosen.
Speaking & Listening
· Read and perform kennings aloud using appropriate intonation, tone, pace and emphasis.

· Orally compose and rehearse kennings before writing.

· Listen to others’ interpretations and respond to alternative ideas.

· Explain and justify choices of vocabulary and imagery.

· Perform original kennings so that delivery supports the intended meaning and effect.

	Cross Curricular 
	
	
	
	


	
	Summer 1
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	Summer 2

	Context

(entitlement and enrichment)
	Explanation
	Persuasive Speech
(Evidence and Influence)
	Myth
	Monologue

	Text type and key texts (breadth and balance)


	The Digestive System

	The Secret of Black Rock 

	Orpheus and Eurydice

	Voice and Viewpoint
Orpheus or Eurydice

	Key skills

(breadth and balance)
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Use precise nouns and technical vocabulary for clarity.

· Use present tense consistently to explain a process.

· Use fronted adverbials to sequence and connect stages of an explanation.

· Use causal conjunctions and adverbials to explain relationships between events.

· Choose nouns and pronouns accurately for clarity and cohesion.

· Use sentence structures deliberately to communicate cause, sequence and consequence.
Composition
· Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar.

· Organise paragraphs around a theme.

· In non-narrative material, use simple organisational devices, for example, headings and subheadings.
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Use precise nouns and verbs to present ideas clearly and strengthen an argument.

· Use fronted adverbials, including phrases and subordinate clauses, to connect and organise ideas.

· Use causal and contrasting language to make relationships between evidence and conclusions explicit.

· Manipulate sentence structure and word order to place emphasis on important information.

· Vary sentence length and structure for emphasis and rhetorical impact.

· Choose nouns and pronouns accurately for clarity and cohesion.

· Use cohesive language to connect claims, evidence and reasoning.
Composition
· Discuss and record ideas.

· Compose and rehearse sentences orally, progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures.

· Organise paragraphs around a theme.

· Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggest improvements.

· Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency and effect.

Speaking & Listening
· Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions.

· Participate in discussions, presentations and debates.

· Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others.

· Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s).

· Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Select precise vocabulary to communicate character, emotion and atmosphere.

· Use expanded noun phrases purposefully to add significant detail.

· Use fronted adverbials to signal shifts in time, place and circumstance.

· Explore clause position to alter emphasis and reader response.

· Vary sentence length and structure to control pace and emotional intensity.

· Use direct speech purposefully to reveal character and advance action.

· Maintain accurate use of nouns and pronouns for cohesion.

Composition
· Discuss and record ideas.

· Compose and rehearse sentences orally, progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures.

· In narratives, create settings, characters and plot.

· Organise paragraphs around a theme.

· Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggest improvements.

· Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency and effect.
	Transcription:

Handwriting

See Nelson progression overview

Spelling

See Year 4 Spelling Progression – cumulative teaching, retrieval and application across the year.
Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation:

· Select vocabulary deliberately to establish a distinctive voice and viewpoint.

· Use first-person pronouns accurately and cohesively.

· Use sentence length and structure deliberately to communicate emotion, reflection and emphasis.

· Manipulate word and clause order to foreground significant thoughts and feelings.

· Use cohesive language to connect ideas, memories and reflections.

· Maintain appropriate tense and Standard English according to the speaker and context.

· Read writing aloud using intonation, tone and volume so that meaning is clear.
Composition
· Discuss and record ideas.

· Compose and rehearse sentences orally, progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary and an increasing range of sentence structures.

· Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and suggest improvements.

· Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve consistency and effect.

· Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.

	Cross Curricular 
	Science
	
	
	


