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for the level of learning and 
development expected  
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Mathematics

ELG12 –  Shape, space  
and measures

Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, 
capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare 
quantities and objects and to solve problems. They recognise, 
create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of 
everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language  
to describe them.
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Exemplification of expected descriptors 

This document demonstrates national standards for one of the 17 Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS) Profile Early Learning Goals (ELGs). It shows the level of learning and 
development expected at the end of the EYFS. 

The collection of evidence in this document illustrates the ‘expected’ descriptor. No one piece 
of evidence meets the ELG as a standalone item; together they illustrate the pitch and 
breadth of a particular ‘expected’ level of learning and development. 

This document illustrates how information can be gathered to support EYFS Profile 
judgements using a variety of evidence and forms of presentation. However there is no 
prescribed method of gathering evidence, nor any expectation that it should be recorded as 
shown in this document. The exemplification is not intended to be an exhaustive list for 
schools to follow.  

The examples in this collection include ‘one off’ observations, samples of children’s work, 
photographs and contributions from parents. Many methods of recording a child’s attainment 
are not included in this exemplification for practical reasons (for example video recordings). 
Practitioners will also build up a significant professional knowledge of each child which will 
not be recorded but which must be considered when EYFS Profile judgements are made. 

When completing an EYFS Profile, practitioners should make a best-fit judgement for each 
ELG. Practitioners must consider the entirety of each ELG, taking an holistic view of the 
descriptor in order to create the most accurate picture of the child’s overall embedded 
learning. Sections of each descriptor must not been seen in isolation. 

Exemplification material should always be viewed in the context of a specific aspect of 
learning in order to retain an accurate focus. However, practitioners should be aware that a 
child’s learning and development are not compartmentalised. Focussing on one aspect of 
learning will shed light on several other related areas.  

The information in this document should not be regarded as either exclusive or inclusive of 
any child, no matter what their background or family circumstances. It is intended to be used 
without bias, preference or discrimination and schools and practitioners must ensure that 
they operate within all aspects of the statutory EYFS framework.  
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Cheri-May has been interested 

in colours and patterns today 

in the maths area.

She took the rainbow apart and 

then put it all back together.  

She used the words smallest, 

medium and biggest.
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Charlie was playing with the cars outside, 
he was pushing them from across the 
other side of the ramp when he went off 
and found some chalk. 

He came back and marked the 
playground where each car stopped.  
He then went and got a tape measure  
to measure how far apart the cars were. 

He told Keira how far apart they were  
but she kept forgetting, so she suggested 
they wrote it down.

Once Keira was ready Charlie told her 
which number to copy from the tape 
measure onto her recording sheet. 

He also pointed at the numbers so she 
was clear about which one to copy!

He correctly pointed to 5, 7, 3 and 12!

ELG12-ShapeSpace-03.indd   1 02/11/2012   16:42

Page 7 of 24 ELG12 – Shape, space and measures



ELG12-ShapeSpace-04.indd   1 02/11/2012   16:33

Page 8 of 24 ELG12 – Shape, space and measures



ELG12-ShapeSpace-05.indd   1 02/11/2012   16:33

Page 9 of 24 ELG12 – Shape, space and measures



“Look at that aeroplane 

– it looks tiny but  

it’s really very big! 

That’s because it is  

so far away.”

Observation:
Yahya says, “Mrs Philips, it’s fantastic Friday today”, as he comes into school first thing.  
“I’m going to see my aunty tomorrow, on Saturday.”

Observation:
Engaged with class in shared story writing activity. Adult suggested children think of a time of day 
for the story. Yahya says “if it’s early evening it could be six-eighteen p.m.”

Observation:
Yahya is using the pointer stick, pointing to the weather chart. “Today is Friday 25th of November,” 
he said to Mahdi who is standing next to him. “So yesterday was Thursday and tomorrow is 
Saturday. I’m going to see my aunty then. She helps me with my work, Mahdi.”

Observation:
Yahya says “I’ve made a calendar, it’s for my dad and I need to give it to his office so they know 
what number date it is.”

A and J playing with conkers left in building tray. After playing with the conkers, tipping 
them into buckets and beginning to count them, A selected bucket scales which were 
made available and compared quantities in each of the buckets. He tried to explain that 
there were ‘more conkers’ in ‘that bucket’ because it went ‘all the way down to the table.’ 
He was able to identify which set of conkers were the heaviest.

Molly was working in the Chinese Restaurant role play area. Molly demonstrated her understanding 
and knowledge of money through her actions and use of appropriate language. She turned to the 
adult and said “Here’s the bill. It’s 50 pounds please.” She had written the numeral 50 on a piece 
of paper. “Do you have enough money?” she asked The adult replied that she had a £50 note. 
“That’s good” replied Molly “you won’t need any change, that’s exactly the right amount.”  
She took the note and put it in the correct part of the till.

ELG12-ShapeSpace-06.indd   1 02/11/2012   16:12

Page 10 of 24 ELG12 – Shape, space and measures



Desmond is working with Nadwah to weigh the 

animals using a balance beam/unifix. He counts 

carefully as N drops bricks into the pan up to 13.

There are too many bricks so Desmond suggests 

that they take two out. He selects two and removes 

them. He looks carefully at the balance beam to 

see if it is balanced. “It needs one more.” 

He is happy that it balances and counts the bricks 

to 12 accurately. He has a different animal and 

predicts that it will be heavier than N’s. 

He carefully drops bricks into the pan, watching 

closely until he is happy. He counts bricks to 14, 

but stops counting to concentrate on looking.
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Emma and Leo are playing 

in the rockpool. 

They talk about how heavy 

the rocks are.

Emma adds more to her net. 

“Now it’s extremely heavy” 

she says, then adds another, 

“it’s even heavier now!”

James built some towers 

with the wooden blocks.

“That’s even bigger”  

he said, “it’s enormous!”
When discussing 

dinosaurs James 

said “the one with 

the longest neck 

is the tallest.”
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Outdoor robot theme.

Self initiated activity in 
outdoor area exploring  
old computer parts. 
Selected measuring tape 
and said, “the keyboard  
is 23 centimeters.”

A Reception child using  
a tape measure to 
measure an old keyboard.
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After collecting twigs, children use 
plasticine to make shapes. They discuss the 
properties of shapes with the practitioner.

“Look, I have made a triangle with three 
twigs. It’s got three corners.”

Practical maths – here C seperates keys 
between two doors and proudly uses a 
whiteboard to record the number sequence.

Outdoors, the practitioner uses a practical 
context which engages the children’s 
interests to inspire them to count.

Here a group of children take part in a traffic 
survey, excitedly discussing and recording 
how many of each type of vehicle they had 
seen, comparing quantities.

Children engage in making ‘moveable 
arty pictures’, here G decides to use the 
different types of pasta to make a repeated 
pattern. She describes the pattern to her 
friend who then attempts to recreate it.

After an adult led activity outdoors, a group 
of children consolidate and extend their 
knowledge by exploring the capacity of a 
range of containers, talking about which will 
hold the most/least and comparing qualities.

J: “Mine is fuller than yours.”

B: “If I pour two pots in the jug it is full.”
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